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Institution Single-Site User License 

 
 
THIS LICENSE (“License”) IS AGREED and effective as of the date of the Licensee signature below (the “Effective 
Date”). 

Between 
The American Physical Society (“Publisher”) 

located at One Physics Ellipse, College Park, MD, USA, 20740 and 

 

Institution Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________(“Licensee”) 
 

Full Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________      

City                                         State/Province                           Country                              Postal Code  

APS Account Number (If Known): ___________________________________ 

Subscription Agent Name: __________________________________________ 

WHEREAS Publisher holds the rights granted under this License. 
 

AND WHEREAS Licensee desires to use the rights, and Publisher desires to grant to Licensee a license to use the rights in 
exchange for the subscription fee, subject to the terms and conditions of this License. 

 
JOURNAL TITLES (“Licensed Materials”) 

Owned & Copyrighted by the American Physical Society 
 

Physical Review Letters 
Reviews of Modern Physics 

Physical Review A 
Physical Review B 
Physical Review C 
Physical Review D 
Physical Review E 

										 
Physical Review Applied 
Physical Review Fluids 

Physical Review Materials 
					 

Physical Review Online Archive (PROLA) 
 
 

      ISSN and CODENS                    Librarian Portal                 Web Site                       APS Technical Support 
    http://librarians.aps.org/issn  http://librarians.aps.org           http://journals.aps.org              Email: help@aps.org 
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Subject to Licensee’s payment of the annual subscription fee, Publisher agrees to grant to Licensee the non-exclusive, non-
transferable and non-sublicensable right to give Authorized Users access to the subscribed Licensed Materials via a secure 
network for the purposes of research, teaching and private study	and not for commercial use, subject to the terms and 
conditions of this License, during the term of this License. Licensee agrees to pay the annual subscription fee listed in the 
latest quote from Publisher in accordance with the payment terms set forth in Publisher’s invoice. All payments under this 
License are non-refundable.  
 
1. Authorized Site.  An “Authorized Site” is a localized site (in one geographical location) that is under a single 

administration and may be academic or nonacademic. For organizations located in more than one city, each city is 
considered to be a different Authorized Site. For organizations that have multiple locations in the same city and are 
administered independently, each location is considered to be a different Authorized Site. No access from remote 
campuses or remote sites or other forms of subscription sharing is allowed under this License; provided, however, that 
access by Authorized Users at a temporary, study-away, or satellite location that is administered under, and whose access 
is managed from, Licensee’s primary Authorized Site shall not, by reason of its location alone, be treated as access from 
a remote campus or remote site or as a separate Authorized Site. 

2. Authorized User.  An “Authorized User” is any individual who is an employee, faculty, staff, or student officially 
affiliated with Licensee and any person with legal access to Licensee’s collections and facilities on-site, including 
contractors working solely for Licensee’s benefit. Authorized Users may be persons remote from Licensee’s physical 
location whose access is administered from Licensee’s Authorized Site. This License extends only to Licensee and such 
Authorized Users and may not be transferred or extended to any other third parties. 

3. Access and Authentication Methods. 	Publisher shall provide Licensee and its Authorized Users with access to the 
Licensed Materials via Publisher’s platform. Access shall be granted using the following authentication methods:  

A. IP Addresses Authentication: Licensee shall be identified and authenticated by its Internet Protocol addresses or 
ranges (“IPs”) approved by Publisher. Licensee is responsible for providing IPs to Publisher and/or the contractor 
designated by Publisher, and for managing expired or inaccurate IPs associated with Licensee’s account. Licensee 
shall promptly notify Publisher and the contractor designated by Publisher of any changes to its IPs. Publisher will 
only accept IPs owned by Licensee or for the sole use of Licensee and its Authorized Users. All IPs are subject to 
review and approval by Publisher and/or the contractor designated by Publisher. Publisher reserves the right to reject 
any IPs failing to fulfill the criteria set forth in this License. Licensee shall use reasonable efforts to prevent access 
by unauthorized individuals to its IPs and shall terminate any unauthorized access of which it has actual notice or 
knowledge. Publisher does not allow IP sharing across multiple institutions or accounts. Licensee shall not share IPs 
with unauthorized users for access to the Licensed Materials.  

B. Federated Authentication (SSO): Authorized Users may use Federated Access Management (SAML-based, e.g., 
Shibboleth) for seamless single sign-on using Licensee’s user credentials. 

C. Individual User Account: Authorized Users may choose to create an individual account (username/password) with 
Publisher or use their Google account to access personalized features (e.g., Google Scholar CASA, APS “Go 
Mobile” feature) of Publisher’s website, provided that such accounts are linked to Licensee’s institutional 
subscription. Authorized Users may be required to agree to Publisher’s standard online terms and conditions before 
creating an individual account with Publisher or using their Google account.	In the event of any conflict between 
such terms and this License, the terms of this License shall prevail. 

Licensee shall at all times use reasonable efforts to use the Licensed Materials in a secure environment and provide 
adequate protection for and have in place appropriate security policies, procedures, access control methodologies 
and network protection techniques to safeguard access to the Licensed Materials. 

4. Usage Statistics.  COUNTER-compliant usage reports are available via Publisher’s website. Licensee can register and 
download reports at http://librarians.aps.org/ or contact help@aps.org for assistance. 

5. Permitted Use. 

A. The Authorized Users are permitted access (via a secure network provided by Licensee) to the subscribed Licensed 
Materials and may download, save, or print text, search results, or other information from the subscribed Licensed 

http://librarians.aps.org/
mailto:help@aps.org
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Materials solely for their private use or research purposes and may only use this online access or the Licensed 
Materials in a way that conforms with all applicable laws and regulations. 
 

B. Licensee may include articles from the subscribed Licensed Materials in educational coursepacks in print or digital 
form for distribution to Authorized Users for their use in connection with classroom instruction or in reserves (print 
or digital), which are to be deleted by Licensee within 30 days after the end of the semester in which the related 
course concludes.  
 

C. Licensee may include articles from the subscribed Licensed Materials in online courses offered by Licensee for as 
long as such online courses remain active, subject in all cases to the terms and conditions of this License. 
Notwithstanding Section 13 or any other provision of this License, the foregoing rights shall survive any termination 
or expiration of this License with respect to any online course that was active as of the effective date of such 
termination or expiration, but only for so long as such online course remains active; provided, however, that in the 
event this License is terminated as a result of Licensee’s breach, Licensee shall immediately delete the Licensed 
Materials included in any online course. Except as provided in the preceding sentence, the Licensed Materials 
included in any online course must be deleted by Licensee within 30 days after the conclusion of such online course. 

 
D. Publisher grants Licensee and Authorized Users permission (i) to use brief quotations from the subscribed Licensed 

Materials, with proper copyright notice to the source, and (ii) to copy and transmit content from individual articles, 
in each case (i) and (ii) solely in “person-to-person” and non-systematic scholarly exchanges of information between 
Authorized Users and specific individuals. 

 
E. Licensee agrees that use of the subscribed Licensed Materials by Authorized Users other than as indicated above is 

a violation of the terms of this License. Any other use of the Licensed Materials requires the prior written permission 
of Publisher and/or the relevant copyright holder. 

 
F. Individual articles contained in the subscribed Licensed Materials may be supplied to another library in printed 

format or as an electronic file (transmitted to such other library via ArielTM, ProsperoTM or other equivalent tools) 
solely for the purpose of research, teaching or private study and not for commercial use. In no event shall the supplied 
Licensed Materials be posted publicly or otherwise made available to the public, including by deposit in or 
availability through a repository. 

G. Licensee may transcribe any portion of Licensed Materials into Braille script, enlarged type or other appropriate 
versions in order to allow Authorized Users with disabilities to access Licensed Materials. 

6. Prohibitions on Certain Use. 

A. Licensee shall not knowingly permit anyone other than Authorized Users to use the Licensed Materials. Altering, 
recompiling, systematic or programmatic copying, reselling, redistributing, publishing or republishing (beyond the 
uses permitted under Section 5) of any journal text, output, search result, or other information from the Licensed 
Materials, or any portion thereof, in any form or medium is prohibited. In addition, Licensee and Authorized Users 
may not obscure or modify any valid copyright, proprietary, trademark, and/or other legal notices contained in the 
Licensed Materials, except to the extent reasonably necessary to conduct text and data mining or computational 
research. 

B. Systematic or programmatic downloading of the Licensed Materials (for example, downloading entire journal 
issues), for service bureau redistribution services, printing for fee-for-service purposes and/or the systematic making 
of print or electronic copies is prohibited. Downloading portions of the Licensed Materials for the purpose of creating 
systematic and persistent local copies (not including transient, dynamic caches of individually requested material) 
is prohibited. 

C. Limited Text and Data Mining; Artificial Intelligence. 

i. Text and Data Mining. Licensee may request permission to conduct text and data mining of the Licensed 
Materials by submitting a written request to customercare@aps.org or via 
https://journals.aps.org/datasets/inquiry. For purposes of this provision, text and data mining shall mean to 
download, extract, analyze, or index the Licensed Materials, or information derived from the Licensed 
Materials, using computational tools, algorithms, automated techniques or AI Technologies, for the purposes of 

mailto:customercare@aps.org
https://journals.aps.org/datasets/inquiry
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research, teaching and private study only and not for commercial use.	Publisher shall not unreasonably withhold 
permission to conduct text and data mining of the Licensed Materials. 

ii. Permitted Use of AI Technologies. Publisher grants Authorized Users permission to use the Licensed Materials 
in connection with AI Technologies, provided that: (1) such use is solely for the Authorized User’s own 
personal, non-commercial research, teaching, or private study purposes; (2) Licensee and Authorized Users 
shall not permit any third party to use the Licensed Materials in connection with AI Technologies; (3) the AI 
Technology is used locally in a self-hosted environment or closed hosted environment that is controlled by, or 
accessible only to, Licensee or Authorized Users, and (4) neither Licensee, any Authorized User, nor any third 
party may use the Licensed Materials to train, retrain, fine-tune, modify or improve any AI Technologies 
without Publisher’s prior written consent. Any other use of the Licensed Materials in connection with AI 
Technologies is prohibited. “AI Technologies” means any current or future artificial intelligence, machine 
learning, large language model, generative artificial intelligence, neural network, or other similar or successor 
technology, and any product, service, software, algorithm, system, model, tool, or application that uses, 
incorporates, relies on, or is developed with any such technology. In no cases may Licensee or its Authorized 
Users use the Licensed Materials to: create a competing or commercial product or service; disrupt the 
functionality of the Licensed Materials or Publisher's online platform; or reproduce or redistribute the Licensed 
Materials or any part thereof to a third party.	
	

iii. For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in this License shall limit Licensee or any Authorized User from using AI 
Technologies or automated technologies to facilitate access to the Licensed Materials by users who have 
disabilities.	
	

D. All rights not expressly granted herein are reserved to Publisher. The Licensee shall use reasonable efforts to ensure 
that Authorized Users do not circumvent Publisher’s access control systems or use Publisher’s systems or services 
to make an attempt to gain unauthorized access to any other system or network. 
 

E. Nothing in this License, including but not limited to Authorized Uses, shall be interpreted to diminish the statutory 
rights and privileges of the Licensee or Authorized Users with respect to any of the Licensed Materials under 
applicable law, including exceptions or limitations to the exclusive rights of copyright owners, such as Fair Use 
under Section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Act or the Canadian Copyright Act. For the avoidance of doubt, (a) this 
provision preserves only those rights and privileges that would exist independently under applicable law absent this 
License, and (b) any determination of fair use or fair dealing remains subject to the applicable statutory factors and 
does not excuse compliance with the restrictions on systematic, programmatic, or commercial use set forth in this 
Section 6. 

F. In the event that abusive usage of the online access threatens the integrity and effectiveness of Publisher’s online 
platform or distribution system, Publisher has the right to discontinue access immediately and will inform Licensee 
of the abuse within one business day. Online access will be restored as soon as practical after the abuse is corrected. 

7. Accessibility Compliance. Publisher shall endeavor to conform to the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (“WCAG”) 
version 2.2, Level AA, as published by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C), or any successor standard agreed to in 
writing by the parties. Publisher agrees to use commercially reasonable efforts to promptly respond to and resolve any 
complaint regarding accessibility of the Licensed Materials provided to Licensee under this License, to the extent 
feasible. For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in this License shall limit Licensee or any Authorized User from making 
lawful, non-infringing uses of the Licensed Materials to facilitate access by Authorized Users with disabilities, and 
Publisher hereby authorizes such uses. 
 

8. Publisher Warrants. 
A. Publisher warrants that it shall: 

i. use reasonable efforts to ensure that the server has adequate capacity and bandwidth to support the reasonable 
usage by Licensee at a level that meets the standards of availability for information services of similar scope 
operating via the World Wide Web, as such standards evolve from time to time over the term of this License. 

ii. use reasonable efforts to make the subscribed Licensed Materials available to Licensee and to Authorized Users 
at all times and on a twenty-four-hour basis, save for routine maintenance (which shall be notified to Licensee 
in advance wherever possible), and to restore access to the subscribed Licensed Materials as soon as possible 
in the event of an interruption or suspension of the service. 
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B. Publisher shall not, and shall not seek to, collect personal data in relation to any Authorized User other than as is 
reasonably and properly required for the administration of this License, and shall fully comply with its obligations 
under the applicable data protection laws in relation to the collection, use, retention and appropriate security of any 
such personal data processing. 

C. Publisher warrants that it has the right to license the rights granted under this License to use Licensed Materials, and 
that it has obtained any and all necessary permissions from third parties to license the Licensed Materials.  

D. EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY PROVIDED IN THIS LICENSE, PUBLISHER MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS 
OR WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, 
WARRANTIES OF DESIGN, ACCURACY OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE LICENSED 
MATERIALS, MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS OF USE FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  THE 
LICENSED MATERIALS ARE SUPPLIED ‘AS IS’. 

E. EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN THIS LICENSE, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL PUBLISHER BE 
LIABLE TO LICENSEE OR ANY OTHER PERSON, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO AUTHORIZED 
USERS, FOR ANY INDIRECT, SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, INCIDENTAL, PUNITIVE, ENHANCED OR 
CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES OF ANY CHARACTER ARISING OUT OF THE INABILITY TO USE, OR 
THE USE OF, THE LICENSED MATERIALS.  IRRESPECTIVE OF THE CAUSE OR FORM OF ACTION, 
PUBLISHER’S AGGREGATE LIABILITY FOR ANY CLAIMS, LOSSES, OR DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF 
THIS LICENSE SHALL IN NO CIRCUMSTANCES EXCEED THE SUBSCRIPTION FEE PAID BY LICENSEE 
TO PUBLISHER UNDER THIS LICENSE IN RESPECT OF THE SUBSCRIPTION PERIOD DURING WHICH 
SUCH CLAIM, LOSS OR DAMAGE OCCURRED.  THE FOREGOING LIMITATION OF LIABILITY AND 
EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN DAMAGES SHALL APPLY REGARDLESS OF THE SUCCESS OR 
EFFECTIVENESS OF OTHER REMEDIES.   

9. Licensee Warrants. 

A. Licensee warrants that it shall: 

i. use reasonable efforts to ensure that all Authorized Users are aware of the importance of respecting the 
intellectual property and other proprietary rights in the Licensed Materials and of the terms and conditions of 
this License, and use reasonable efforts to notify Authorized Users of the terms and conditions of this License 
and take steps to protect the Licensed Materials from unauthorized use or other breach of this License. 

ii. use reasonable efforts to monitor compliance and immediately upon becoming aware of any unauthorized use 
or other breach, inform Publisher and take all reasonable and appropriate steps, both to ensure that such activity 
ceases and to prevent any recurrence. 

10. Responsibility by Both Parties.  To the extent permitted by applicable law and regulation, each party shall use its best 
efforts to safeguard the intellectual property and other proprietary rights and the confidential or non-public information 
of the other party. 

11. Copyright.  The Licensed Materials (including, for clarity, the abstracts), except where explicitly noted, are copyrighted 
by Publisher and are subject to all applicable copyright, database protection, and other rights of Publisher as copyright 
owner under laws of the United States and other countries. 

12. Official Version of Record.  Publisher will use commercially reasonable efforts to ensure that the online version of the 
Licensed Materials corresponds in content with the print version. In the event of any discrepancy between the print and 
online versions, the online version will be the official version of record. 

13. Term.  This License shall commence on the date signed and will remain in effect so long as Licensee maintains a current 
online subscription to the Licensed Materials. Licensee is responsible for all applicable taxes and fees arising from or 
related to the use of the Licensed Materials as required by any national, state, provincial, or local jurisdiction to which 
Licensee is subject including, without limitation, services taxes. This License will terminate: 

A. if and when the subscription lapses; 

B. upon a determination by Publisher that Licensee has breached any term or condition of this License and upon notice 
to Licensee of such violation, this	License will terminate unless within thirty (30) business days after receiving 
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written or e-mail notice of the breach, Licensee cures the breach and implements procedures, reasonably satisfactory 
to Publisher, to prevent future breaches; or 

C. upon three months’ written notice by either party. 

Licensee shall, and use reasonable efforts to instruct all Authorized Users to, cease all use of the Licensed Materials and 
delete or destroy all Licensed Materials in their possession. All provisions that by their nature should survive the 
termination or expiration of this License will survive any such termination or expiration of this License. 	 

14. Archival Preservation.  Publisher will use reasonable efforts to maintain an archive of its entire electronic journal 
content. In particular, Publisher maintains three complete and continuously updated mirror sites for all of its content from 
the present back to 1893, distributed widely across the United States, and also deposits the full Publisher content with 
Portico. Licensee shall be informed of any material changes to such archive. 

15. Addenda to this License. Licensee may elect to execute additional addenda through Publisher’s online platform. The 
execution of an addendum shall be deemed effective upon completion of the electronic acceptance process by Licensee. 
Each executed addendum will automatically be incorporated into and form part of this License upon execution. Certain 
addenda may be subject to additional fees, which will be specified on Publisher’s online platform and/or at the time of 
execution. Licensee agrees to pay the fees set forth in any executed addendum in accordance with the payment terms set 
forth in Publisher’s applicable invoice(s). 
 

16. General 
 
A. This License constitutes the entire agreement of the parties	with respect to the subject matter hereof and supersedes 

all prior communications, understandings and agreements relating to the subject matter of this License, whether oral 
or written. This License may be amended or modified only by a written agreement signed by the parties. 
 

B. This License may not be assigned by either party to any other person or organization, nor may either party sub-
contract any of its obligations, without the prior written consent of the other party, which consent shall not 
unreasonably be withheld, except that Publisher may subcontract the management and operation of the Licensed 
Materials without Licensee’s prior written consent. Any assignment or subcontracting in violation of this Section 
16.B will be void. 

 
C. Any notices to be served on either of the parties by the other shall be sent by prepaid recorded delivery,	registered 

mail or email to the address of the addressee as set out in this License or to such other address as notified by either 
party to the other as its address for service of notices. Notices sent by email to Publisher shall be directed to 
subs@aps.org. A notice sent by prepaid recorded delivery or registered mail shall be deemed to have been received 
by the addressee within seventy-two (72) hours of posting. A notice sent by email shall be deemed to have been 
received on the date of transmission, provided that no delivery failure notification has been received by the sender. 

D. A party’s delay or failure to perform any provision of this License, as a result of circumstances beyond its control 
(including, without limitation, war, strikes, floods, governmental restrictions, power, telecommunications or Internet 
failures, or damage to or destruction of any network facilities) shall not be deemed to be, or to give rise to, a breach 
of this License. 

E. The headings in this License are for reference only and do not affect the interpretation of this License. The word 
“or” is not exclusive. Use of the words “includes” or “including”, “for example”, or “e.g. 
 (and their derivatives) means includes or including, without limitation. The parties intend this License to be 
construed without regard to any presumption or rule requiring construction or interpretation against the party drafting 
an instrument. 
 

F. This License may be executed by electronic signature. The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision of this 
License shall not affect the continuation or enforceability of the remainder of this License. 
 

G. Either party’s waiver, or failure, to require performance by the other, of any provision of this License will not affect 
its full right to require such performance at any subsequent time, or be taken or held to be a waiver of the provision 
itself. 

 
 
 

mailto:subs@aps.org
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I have read and agree to adhere to and abide by all the terms and conditions stated above, and I certify that I am 
authorized to sign this License on behalf of Licensee identified above. 
 
 
Print Name: ________________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________ 

Date: ______________________________________ 
 
 
 

Please mail, email or fax this completed and signed license to: 
 

APS Subscription Services 
One Physics Ellipse, College Park, MD, USA, 20740  

					 
Email: subs@aps.org 

 
 

Any questions regarding this license should be sent to the  
APS Subscription Services at subs@aps.org or  

call 301-209-3202. 
 


